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TAGS: PINT PFOR VS VT 

SUBJECT: VATICAN, VIETNAM AND PACM 

REF: SAIGON 15599 

1. DRAWING FROM EXCELLENT AND USEFUL MATERIAL IN REFTEL, WE 
WERE ABLE DEC. 23 TO DISCUSS WITH VATICAN'S DESK OFFICER FOR 
VIETNAM OUR APPRAISAL OF HOW VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC LEADERS VIEW 
FR. THANH AND PACM. SOURCE EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE FOR OUR 
INSIGHTS WHICH HE SAID IN VIRTUALLY EVERY DETAIL WITH 
INFORMATION VATICAN HAS BEEN RECEIVING FROM SAIGON. VATICAN 

VERY PLEASED THAT VIETNAMESE CHURCHMEN HAVE BY AND LARGE AVOIDED 
GIVING IMPRESSION THAT CHURCH SUPPORTS OR APPROVES OF PACM. 

VATICAN STRONGLY SHARES OUR ESTIMATE THAT THANH HAS PASSED 
ZENITH OF HIS POPULARITY. ESPECIALLY SINCE REVEALING SUPERFI- 
CIALITY AND NAIVETE OF HIS POLITICAL BELIEFS. 

2. ARCHBISHOP OF SAIGON. NGUYEN VAN BINH, VISITED VATICAN FOR 
FIRST TIME IN FIVE YEARS AND HAD AUDIENCE WITH POPE PAUL LAST 
WEEK. HE INFORMED VATICAN OFFICIALS THAT IN HIS VIEW MAIN PRO- 
BLEMS FACING SOUTH VIETNAM ARE ECONOMIC. SINCE PARIS ACCORDS 
DRV HAS BEEN ABLE TO CONCENTRATE ON REBUILDING BUT SOUTH HAS 
NOT ENJOYED SIMILAR RELIEF FROM WARFARE. VOLPE 
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